
ABI at the Party 
Conferences 2013
The Association of British Insurers has a packed programme of events  
in store at the party conferences this year; discussing important topics 
such as pensions, retirement savings & the welfare state, alongside 
fringe events on flooding and the need to keep Britain’s homes protected 
from the worst effects of climate change.

Our events are listed below; contact details for ABI staff are on the reverse. If you 
would like to meet with a member of our team at the conferences to discuss any 
issue related to insurance please do not hesitate to contact us.

LIBERAL DEMOCRAT CONFERENCE
Glasgow, 14 – 18 September 2013

‘NEW THINKING ON THE WELFARE STATE’

Steve Webb MP, Minister of State for Pensions, in partnership with 
Reform, Tuesday 17 September, 07.15 – 08.30 am, Castle 3, Crowne 
Plaza, Congress Rd, Glasgow, G3 8QT

Held in partnership with Reform, this event will explore reforms such as 
the single-tier pension and roll-out of auto-enrolment, and also the desire 
to develop a new pillar of occupational pensions based on a defined 
ambition approach.

The event is by invitation only and the venue is inside the secure area so a 
conference pass will be needed to attend. Refreshments will be provided. 

‘THE FUTURE FOR FLOOD INSURANCE’

An open fringe event with Stephen Gilbert MP, Huw Evans, Operations 
Director, ABI, David Rochester, Lloyds Banking Group and Paul 
Cobbing of the National Flood Forum. Tuesday 17 September, 13.00 
– 14.00 Morar Room, SECC, Glasgow

This open event will be exploring the recent announcement by the 
Government that they have reached a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the ABI to develop a not for profit organisation to deliver affordable 
flood cover for Britain’s homes most at risk of flooding. We will be 
discussing the challenges which lie ahead and what customers can 
expect from industry over the next twelve months, as well as advice on 
what to do in the case of flood. 

Refreshments included; free and open to all with a conference pass.

LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE
Brighton, 22 – 25 September 2013

‘THE SQUEEZED MIDDLE: CAN BRITAIN AFFORD NOT TO SAVE?’              
An open fringe event with Gregg McClymont MP, Shadow Pensions 
Minister, in partnership with SMF, Otto Thoresen, ABI Director General, 
Jamie Jenkins of Standard Life and Tom McPhail, Hargreaves 
Lansdown. Monday 23rd September, 08.30am– 9.30am, Kings East 
Room, Grand Hotel, Brighton

This open event will be looking at the roadblocks to saving, and 
discussing ways in which people can be encouraged to save for their 
retirement and contribute adequately to secure a decent income in their 
later years. In a recent survey Scottish Widows found just 45% of people 
were saving adequately for their retirement. This event aims to explore 
what industry and Government can do better to incentivise saving and 
help people plan for the long term. 

Refreshments included; free and open to all with a conference pass.

‘NEW THINKING ON THE WELFARE STATE’

Private roundtable seminar with Anne McGuire MP, Shadow Minister 
for Disabled People, in partnership with Reform, Monday  
23 September, 13.00 – 14.30 pm, Fecamp Lounge, The Old Ship, 
King’s Rd, Brighton, East Sussex BN1 1NR

Held in partnership with Reform, this invite only event will explore the 
changes taking place in welfare, and the balance of responsibilities between 
State and households in managing financial needs and risks through life. 
This will include the risks to individuals’ ability to work, what support should 
be provided by the State when illness or injury forces someone out of work, 
and how government, employers and the financial services industry can 
together provide solutions that result in more households being better 
prepared to manage the financial impacts of serious illness or injury.

No conference pass needed. Refreshments served. Invitation only.

‘THE FUTURE FOR FLOOD INSURANCE’ 

An open fringe event with Mary Creagh MP, Huw Evans, Operations 
Director, ABI, Mary Dhonau, Community Flood Consultants, and 
David Pitt, RSA. Tuesday 24th September, 18.00 – 19.00 Victoria 
Terrace Room, The Grand Hotel, Brighton

This open event will be exploring the recent announcement by the 
Government that they have reached a Memorandum of Understanding with 
the ABI to develop a not for profit organisation to deliver affordable flood 
cover for Britain’s most at risk homes. We will be discussing the challenges 
which lie ahead and what customers can expect from industry over the 
next twelve months, as well as advice on what to do in the case of flood. 

Refreshments included; free and open to all with a conference pass. >
For more information on our conference events 
contact Helen Gibson at Helen.Gibson@abi.org.uk



CONSERVATIVE PARTY CONFERENCE 

Manchester, 29 September – 2 October 2013

WOMEN2WIN ANNUAL RECEPTION 

A drinks reception in partnership with Women2Win, encouraging 
and supporting women seeking selection as Conservative Party 
parliamentary candidates. Senior Conservative Cabinet Ministers 
expected. Sunday 29th September, 17.30 – 19.00 the Victoria 
Suite, Midland Hotel, Manchester

This open event offers a chance for members of Women2Win and its 
supporters to network and hear from leading women Conservatives. 

Refreshments served; free and open to all with a conference pass.

‘NEW THINKING ON THE WELFARE STATE’ 

Lord Freud, Minister for Welfare Reform, in partnership with 
Reform, Monday 30 September, 08.00 – 09.30 am, Beecham 
Room, Radisson Blu Edwardian, Free Trade Hall, Peter Street, 
Manchester M2 5GP

Held in partnership with Reform, this event will explore the changes 
taking place in welfare, and the balance of responsibilities between 
State and households in managing financial needs and risks through 
life. This will include the risks to individuals’ ability to work, what 
support should be provided by the State when illness or injury forces 
someone out of work, and how government, employers and the 
financial services industry can together provide solutions that result in 
more households being better prepared to manage the financial 
impacts of serious illness or injury.

Refreshments served. The venue is inside the secure area so a 
conference pass will be needed to attend. Invitation only. 

‘THE FUTURE FOR FLOOD INSURANCE’ 

An open fringe event with Rt Hon Owen Paterson MP, Secretary of 
State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Otto Thoresen, 
Director General of the ABI, Paul Cobbing, National Flood Forum, 
and Dominic Clayden, Aviva. Monday 30 September, 17.30-19.00, 
Fairclough Suite, Midland Hotel, Manchester

This open event will be exploring the recent announcement by the 
Government that they have reached a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the ABI to develop a not for profit organisation to deliver affordable 
flood cover for Britain’s most at risk homes. We will be discussing the 
challenges which lie ahead and what customers can expect from 
industry over the next twelve months, as well as advice on what to do 
in the case of flood. 

Refreshments included; free and open to all with a conference pass.

DIGITAL REVOLUTION AND AN INTERCONNECTED WORLD
Insurers must adapt to how people will purchase their products, 
and interact with providers, in the 2020s. Already insurers handle 
huge amounts of data, but customers must have faith in 
businesses to manage this responsibly, whilst insurers and others 
must reform their structures to allow for greater online interaction 
and a demand to contact service providers on a 24/7 basis.

ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE FINANCIAL CRISIS
The impact of slow growth following the economic downturn will 
continue to have a long impact on personal finances and spending 
on public infrastructure projects well into the future. How households 
develop financial resilience and the Government funds the 
investment it needs for the future all pose a significant challenge.

AN AGEING POPULATION
UK society is ageing; our ratio of workers to retirees is falling and 
people continue to save less than they need for an adequate 
retirement. As the needs of our care and health systems are placed 
under further strain society, and the markets, have to be ready with 
financially viable solutions to ensure Britain stays healthy and that 
people do not suffer huge falls in living standards in retirement.

CONSUMER-CENTRIC REGULATION
The UK financial services sector is getting to grips with a new ‘twin 
peaks’ regulatory regime. As this new regulatory frame work beds 
in, we will expect to see an early interventionist approach from the 
regulators as they seek to proactively champion consumer rights 
and protect their interests ahead of allowing any potential problem 
to develop. Businesses will have to learn to adapt to this changing 
regulatory landscape and alter their systems accordingly.

At the ABI Biennial conference in July 
we launched our document ‘Tackling 
the Challenges of a Changing World’, 
which can be issued on request or 
downloaded from www.abi.org.uk/
jointhedebate Copies are also available 
at all of our conference events. The 
document explored the key challenges 
facing not just the insurance industry, but 
wider society in the wake of the financial 
crisis and as Western society ages and 
competes with the demands of a 
growing middle class in the Far East.

The core themes of our document are 
outlined below; we hope they will 
provide food for thought and an 
opportunity to contribute to party 
manifestos and policy debates in the 
run up to the General Election in 2015.

Association of 
British Insurers  
Tackling the 
Challenges of a 
Changing World

Contact us 
The Association of British Insurers has a senior staff presence at each of the main party conferences.
We can be reached for meetings or with queries at the email addresses below.

Otto Thoresen                                   
Director General                               
otto.thoresen@abi.org.uk

Maggie Craig                           
Director of Financial  
Conduct Regulation
margaret.craig@abi.org.uk 

Huw Evans                                        
Director of Operations                       
huw.evans@abi.org.uk              

Nick Starling                                      
Director of  
General Insurance           
nick.starling@abi.org.uk  

Seth Williams
Assistant Director: Head of 
Public Affairs and Events
seth.williams@abi.org.uk      

Helen Gibson
Parliamentary  
Affairs Officer
helen.gibson@abi.org.uk  

Matthew Jupp
Parliamentary  
Affairs Officer
matthew.jupp@abi.org.uk 
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